
NOV 30-DEC 1, 2019 

HOPE HOPE 



SATs 5:15-5:45pm at IC 

and by appointment 

 

 

 

To our visitors... If you are just 

passing through, we are glad 

you chose to worship with us.  

If you are seeking a new church 

home, please know there is  

always room in our pews and a 

place in our hearts for you. 
 
 

 

DEVIVO CENTRE 
116 South 2nd Street 

Connellsville, PA 15425 
 

724.628.6840   (f) 724.628.0838 
 

MON-THU 8:30am-noon /1-4pm 

FRI 8:30am-1pm 
 

BRADY CENTRE 
459 Ranch Road 

Dunbar, PA 15431 
 

724.277.4236   (f) 724.277.8954 
 

MON, TUE, THU, FRI 9am-3pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

We work with the Holy Trinity  
Conference of Saint Vincent DePaul  
to help our neighbors in need.  

Their number is 724.562.3341. 

 

We are grateful for the advertisers 
who cover the cost of printing 

our bulletins.   
 

Please frequent their businesses 

in support of them.   
 

This week’s featured advertiser is  

JANNEY. 

Our Faith Community consists of the Parish Families  

of Immaculate Conception, Connellsville 

(1869), Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, Dunbar 

(1874), Saint John the Evangelist,  

Connellsville (1895), and Saint Rita of 

Cascia, Connellsville (1915). 
 

We also embrace the former Parish Families of Saint Vincent de Paul, 

Leisenring (1888-2008), Sacred Heart, Dawson (1889-2007) Our Lady 

of Mount Carmel, Connellsville (1901-1913), Saint Emory, Connellsville 

(1903-1970), Holy Trinity, Connellsville (1903-2008), Saint Polycarp, 

West Leisenring (1917-1997). 

FR. PAUL LISIK 
Pastor 
plisik@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

FR. JULIUS CAPONGPONGAN 
Parochial Vicar 
jcapongpongan@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Hospital ministry, homebound visits 

 

FR. DANIEL CARR 
Parochial Vicar 
dcarr@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

SR. DONNA MULLIGAN 
Director of Pastoral Ministry 
dmulligan@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Communion to the sick/homebound 
 

MARY SAMPEY 
Director of Evangelization 
msampey@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
RCIA, Foundations of Faith, youth 
ministry, sacramental prep 
 

MOLLI VASSAR 
RCIA Coordinator, Spiritual Counseling 
mvassar@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

LOU ANN LAUFFER 
Business Manager, Connellsville 
llauffer@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Connellsville general parish business,  
cemetery lots/deeds 
 

SUSAN DUNKARD 
Business Manager, Dunbar 
sdunkard@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Dunbar general parish business  
 

LISA ANDURSKY 
Administrative Assistant 
landursky@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Connellsville baptism, marriage, 
Mass scheduling 
 

KAREN TWEARDY 
Parish Secretary, Connellsville 
ktweardy@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Bulletin (deadline MON at noon), 
envelopes, membership 
 

TINA MAHALLICK 
Parish Secretary, Dunbar 
tmahallick@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Dunbar Mass scheduling  
 

DAVID HERTZNELL 
Maintenance, Connellsville 
dhertznell@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

DAVID BALLARD 
Maintenance/Cemetery Care, Dunbar 
dballard@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

DAVID PANZELLA 
Cemetery Care, Connellsville/Dawson  
724.323.5365 

OUR STAFF - WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO 



Isaiah 2:1-5  
SWORDS INTO 
PLOUGSHARES  
 

The first reading 
of the entire 
Advent season 
presents Isaiah’s 

famous dream of a people at peace: 
“They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares and their spears 
into pruning hooks.” How can 
we get that peace?  
 

In Isaiah’s vision, that peace comes 
from the Word of the Lord. That 
Word comes from Jerusalem.  
 

The city of Jerusalem sits on a hill, 
but it is a stubby little hill. Other 
hills are larger. But Isaiah proph-
esies that Jerusalem’s hill will be 
established as the highest moun-
tain. All will stream toward it to 
hear God’s Word.  
 

For Christians, when we hear 
this prophecy on the First Sunday 
of Advent, we imagine Isaiah’s 
dream on a grander scale. We see 
heaven as the new Jerusalem, es-
tablished higher than anywhere 
else. We see all peoples streaming 
toward it for instruction. The word 
that comes from the new Jerusalem 
is the Word made flesh at Beth-
lehem. We yearn to hear that 
Word and form our lives by it.  
 

This day, let us hear the Word of 
God. Let us take the weapons we 
hurl at our neighbors - the angry 
words, the hurtful deeds - and 
beat them into plowshares that 
open fertile soil of communication 
and into pruning hooks that weave 
renewed relationships of peace.  

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the 1st 

and 2nd Readings, Year A © 2019 Archdiocese 

of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. 

All rights reserved. Written by Paul 

Turner. Lectionary for Mass © 2001, CCD.  

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 
MON: Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11 
 

TUE: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24 
 

WED: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
 

THU: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27 
 

FRI: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
 

SAT: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6; Mt 9:35-10:1 
 

SUN: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12 

DEC 1 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE.  Due to 

an early print deadline the collection 

report for NOV 23-24 will be in 

next week’s bulletin. 

 

This THU, DEC 5, we welcome Bishop Edward Malesic to 
our parishes.  He will be administering the Sacrament of 
Confirmation to the 8th graders of our 4 parishes at 7:00 
that evening.  Bishop will meet with our confirmands in 
IC’s social hall at 6pm, before the liturgy.  It is always an 

important and spiritual time when our Bishop comes to visit our parish-
ioners, especially our children.  Everyone of course is invited to the Lit-
urgy of Confirmation. 

Please remember in your prayers this week the young men and women 

in 8th grade from our 4 parishes who will be receiving the Sacrament 

of Confirmation this THU at Immaculate Conception.  May they be filled 

with every joy and grace as they receive the 7 gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

We are ordering your church envelopes from a new vendor.  They will 

still come to you in the mail every other month, but they are now in 

larger, plain white envelopes.  Be careful to check your mail so you 

don’t overlook them.  Your JAN-FEB envelopes should get to you in 

late DEC. 

      
 
With Advent we begin a new year in 
the Lord.  Our rebirth in Christ is at 
hand.  We are being urged by St. Paul 
to make still greater progress.  Christ 
calls us to stand up straight and raise 
our heads … to stand secure!  We 
have choices to make!  We cannot NOT 
decide! 
 

So give these questions some thought... 
 Do we come to Church or are we the 
Church? 

 Do we rest on our faith for ourselves 
or do we go through the growing 
pains of being the faithful? 

 

 

 Do we do for others only what pleases 
and satisfies us, or do we offer our-
selves without expecting satisfaction, 
even thanks? 

 Do we pray for another or do we pray 
to be the answer to another’s prayer? 

 

Advent is a call to rebirth, to get up 
and grow, to cease watching and to 
begin committing.   
 

We are what we choose.  The choice is 
yours and mine to make now.  We can 
no longer deny the call of our con-
science - His Call! 

CHOICES MAKE US WHAT WE ARE 



at home 

ST. RITA CHRISTIAN MOTHERS COOKIE SALE 
 

SAT, DEC 7 * 9am * Bucci Hall 
 

Volunteers are needed on WED,  
DEC 4 at 8:30am in Bucci Hall 

to pack cookies.   

 

Anyone wishing to donate 3 dozen 
cookies for the sale can bring 

them to Bucci Hall on THU, DEC 5 
from 8:30am-12 noon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In honor of St. John’s 125th Anni-
versary, the Family Christmas Tree 
from the past has been resurrected.  
The tree will remain in the church 
through the entire Advent/Christmas 
season.  Families from all 4 parishes  

are invited to decorate the tree 

with an ornament of their choice. 
 

St. Al’s fundraising committee will 
meet on MON, DEC 2 at 6:30pm in 
the social hall, to discuss plans for 
the FEB Ethnic Dinner and the 
Feast of St. Aloysius in JUN.  If you’d  

like to help but can’t attend this 

meeting, call Joy at 366-7568. 
 

IC Holy Name will meet on MON, 
DEC 2 at 7pm in Sciberras Hall.   
 

A mandatory rehearsal for all 8th 
graders being confirmed will take 
place on WED, DEC 4 at 6:30pm at 
IC. Sponsors MUST be present.   
 

Tom Severin’s Bible study on Job 
will continue on WED, DEC 4 in  
IC’s Sciberras Hall, from 6:30-8pm. 
 

RCIA Inquiry continues THUs at 
6:30pm in the IC Sciberras Hall.  
 

FRI morning studies on the Blessed 
Mother Mary continue after 8:30am 
Mass, about 9:15am, in St. Al’s social 
hall.   
 

Slovak Food Pre-orders 
will be available for 
pick-up on SAT, DEC 7 
in St. John’s Moravek 
Hall, 9-11am.   
Bring your own containers to have 

your cabbage rolls packaged as you 

choose. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Children's Choir will rehearse on 
SAT, DEC 7 at 11am in IC’s choir 
loft.  Children in grades 3-6 in all 4  

parishes are eligible for member-

ship. In addition, junior/senior high 

students are invited to serve as 
leaders and cantors for the Chil-

dren's Choir.   

 

St. Rita Christian Mothers will attend 
the 4pm Mass on SAT, DEC 7 at St. 
Rita as a group.  NO DEC meeting. 
 

IC Christian Mothers will have a 
meeting on SAT, DEC 7 at 4pm, and 
afterward will attend 6pm Mass to-
gether as a group. 
 

The Giving Tree is in the 
gathering area at St. Al’s.  
Please return all gifts by 

SUN, DEC 8 so they can 
be delivered by St. Anne’s deadline.   
Gifts received after the deadline 

cannot be delivered. 
 

St. John 125th Anniversary keepsake 
glasses are available for purchase 
before/after SUN Masses, $25/set of 
4 or $45/2 sets.  Anniver-
sary Christmas ornaments 
are also for sale at $15 
each or $25/2. 

IC’s 150th Anniversary year of cele-
bration will come to an end with 
an AMEN PARTY after 9:30am Mass, 
on SUN, DEC 8, the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. Keepsake  

books will be available at the party.  

Those who attended the anniver-

sary dinner will receive a comple-

mentary book.   
If you’d like to bring food for the party, 
please follow the suggestions below: 
 A-M SAVORY appetizers, finger foods,       
snacks, etc. 

 N-Z SWEET desserts, candy, etc.  
Food should be dropped off in the social 
hall before Mass (8:30-9:15am) 
 

There are a number of IC Anniversary 
keepsakes still available for purchase 
(great Christmas gifts): 

Christmas ornament - $20 
    Hanging stand - $2.50 
Christmas cards - $20/box of 25  
     or $2 each 
Mug - $10 
Cat’s Meow of church - $15  

 

 

There is an envelope in your packet 
for Christmas flowers.  Donations may  

be given for your deceased loved ones, 

the sick, or your own intentions.   
At 2 of the Christmas Masses, intentions 
will be for those received with Christmas 
flower donations. 

 

Our new photo directory will soon 
be sent to the printer.  All parish- 

ioners’ names/addresses will be 

included whether or not you had a 

portrait taken.  We will NOT publish 

phone numbers.   

If you DON’T want your name/address 
in the directory, you MUST call 
Sr. Donna ASAP at 628-6840. 

Otherwise they will be included!  

Fr. Dan will give an educational 
talk entitled “The O Antiphons: 
The Story of God’s Promise” on 
MON, DEC 16 at St. Rita Church, 
at 7pm.  All are welcome.   

Please remember BABY ALONA, 

JAMES FLYNN, SOPHIA GAFFEY,  

BILL LENTZ, and BARB MADORE, 

new additions to our prayer list. 



EARLY HOLIDAY BULLETIN DEADLINES 

SUBMIT INFO BY BULLETIN DATE 
THU, DEC 5 DEC 21-22 
FRI, DEC 13 DEC 28-29 
TUE, DEC 17 JAN 4-5 

The Greater Scottdale Area Choral 
Society will present their Christmas 
concert series as follows: 
SUN, DEC 1   Perryopolis UM  

MON, DEC 2  Cochran UM, Dawson 

SUN, DEC 8 St. Pius, Mt. Pleasant 

MON, DEC 9 1st Baptist, Scottdale 
 

All concerts start at 7pm 
and admission is free.   

 

St. John Byzantine Catholic Church 
of U’town will hold their Christmas 
Craft/Bake Sale on SAT, DEC 7, 
noon-5pm/SUN, DEC 8 10am-1pm in 
their upstairs hall.  Free admission.   
 

VFW Post #8543 Band of U’town 
will present a Christmas concert on 
SUN, DEC 8 at the State Theatre,  
3-5pm. Non-perishable food for  

the Fayette County Food Bank, and 

new, unwrapped toys for Toys for 

Tots will be gratefully accepted.   

Our parishes will be partnering 
with Connellsville Area Community 
Ministries in their Christmas pro-
gram, "Treasures for Children”.   
At the main entrance of each par-

ish this weekend, you will find a 

basket with tags.  Each tag has the 

name and age of a child in our 

local community and their Christ-

mas wish.  Please take a tag and 

return YOUR UNWRAPPED GIFTS 
AND TAG to Room 102 at the 

Connellsville Area Community 

Center Building (201 E. Fairview 

Avenue) by SAT, DEC 14.  Please 

call Mary Sampey at 628-6840 

with any questions.  Thank you!  

THIS FRI, DEC 6, IS THE FEAST OF ST. NICHOLAS.  Nicholas 

may be the most popular saint of all time.  Thousands of 

churches are named after him.  He seems to be portrayed 

by artists more than any other saint, with the exception 

of Mary.  Nicholas was the bishop of the city of Myra in 

Asia Minor, now the nation of Turkey.  Centuries after he 

died, his bones were brought to the city of Bari in Italy.  

People came to his tomb to pray ad many were healed of their illnesses. 
 

According to a legend, when Nicholas was a baby and his parents brought 

him to church to be baptized, he jumped eagerly into the water.  When he 

grew up and was named bishop, he became known as the “wonder 

maker”.  He could heal the sick and calm storms. 
 

A story is told about a man who was so poor that he could no longer 

buy food for his family.  He was going to sell his daughters  into slavery 

so they would not starve.  Bishop Nicholas found out about this, so at 

night he tossed three bags of gold into their house through a window. 
 

In many places, families are visited today by someone dressed up like 

St. Nicholas.  His visit is usually scary.  He is accompanied by a devil, 

who snorts and groans and rattles chains.   Bishop Nicholas tells each per-

son in the family about the things they do wrong, and encourages them 

to do better in the coming year.  When he leaves, there is a feast, with tan-

gerines as reminders of the gold he gave to help the poor women.  Candy 

canes remind us of his crosier, the shepherd’s staff that bishops carry. 

The Ladies of Charity, with help from others, will be delivering 
cookies, poinsettias and Christmas cards to our homebound 
members. Deliveries may be made on SAT, DEC 14, SUN, DEC 
15 or the next week. Your help would be most appreciated.  

To volunteer or for more info, call Theresa Jaworski at 628-4034. 

 
 

 

MON, DEC 9 
St. Florian, United, 7pm 

WED, DEC 11 
St. Raymond, Donegal, 7pm 

SAT, DEC 14 
Visitation, Mt. Pleasant, 11am 

TUE, DEC 17 
St. Aloysius, Dunbar, 7pm 

THU, DEC 19 
St. John, Connellsville, 7pm 

SAT, DEC 21 
St. John, Scottdale, 11am 

SOLEMNITY OF THE 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

 

MON, DEC 9 
 

St. Rita, 8am 
 

St. Aloysius, 8:30am 
 

Immaculate Conception, 9:30am 
(Geibel/Conn-Area Mass) 

 

Immaculate Conception, 12:10pm 



This Thursday (December 5 at 7pm at 
Immaculate Conception), our 8th grade 
class will celebrate the Sacrament of 
Confirmation with Bishop Malesic presid-
ing. I invite all of our parishioners to 
come worship with us in support, joy, 
and gratitude for these young people on 
fire for their faith! Please pray that our 
newly confirmed will utilize the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit entrusted to them for  
the good of the Church and the world!  
 

If you have not attended a Confirma-

tion in some time or simply want to 

know more about the significance of 

this most important Sacrament, I en-

courage you to read on!  
 

CONFIRMATION IS THE PERFECTION OF BAPTISM: 
Although, in the West, Confirmation 

is usually received as a teenager several 

years after making First Communion, 

the Catholic Church considers it the 

second of the three Sacraments of 

Initiation (Baptism being the first and 

Communion the third). Confirmation 

is regarded as the perfection of Bap-

tism, because, as the introduction to 

the Rite of Confirmation states: “By 

the sacrament of Confirmation, [the 

baptized] are more perfectly bound to 

the Church and are enriched with a 

special strength of the Holy Spirit. 

Hence they are, as true witnesses of 

Christ, more strictly obliged to spread 

and defend the faith by word and deed.”  
 

THE FORM OF THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
Many people think of the laying on of 

hands, which signifies the descent of 

the Holy Spirit, as the central act in 

the Sacrament of Confirmation. The 

essential element, however, is the 

anointing of the confirmandi (the per-

son being confirmed) with chrism (an 

aromatic oil that has been consecrated 

by a bishop), accompanied by the 

words "Be sealed with the Gift of the 

Holy Spirit" (or, in the Eastern Catholic 

Churches, "The seal of the gift of the 

Holy Spirit"). This seal is a consecration, 

representing the safeguarding by the 

Holy Spirit of the graces conferred on 

the Christian at Baptism.  
 

THE MINISTER OF THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
As the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church points out, "The original min-

ister of Confirmation is the bishop." 

Each bishop is a successor to the 

apostles, upon whom the Holy Spirit 

descended at Pentecost - the first 

Confirmation. The Acts of the Apostles 

mentions the apostles imparting the 

Holy Spirit to believers by the laying 

on of hands (see, for example, Acts 

8:15-17 and 19:6). The Church has 

always stressed this connection of 

confirmation, through the bishop, to 

the ministry of the apostles.  
 

ABOUT CONFIRMATION NAMES:  Confirmation 

names are a special part of the confir-

mation process for Roman Catholics. 

Before the ritual of being confirmed, 

those seeking confirmation choose to 

take a saint's name with whom they 

identify. After confirmation, the con-

firmed can pray to the saint for guid-

ance and protection.  
 

A CONFIRMATION SPONSOR: The primary 

responsibility of the sponsor is to pro-

vide the candidate prayerful support 

and guidance in his or her Christian 

walk and to “take care that the con-

firmed person behaves as a true wit-

ness of Christ and faithfully fulfills the 

obligations inherent in this sacrament”  

(Canon 892).  Being a sponsor is a life-

long commitment. A sponsor takes on 

the role of a spiritual parent who 

“brings the candidate to receive the 

sacrament, presents him to the minister 

for the anointing, and will later help 

him to fulfill his baptismal promises 

faithfully under the influence of the 

Holy Spirit” (Rite of Confirmation).  
 

ELIGIBILITY FOR CONFIRMATION: Priests can be 

authorized by their bishops to perform 

confirmations, and adult converts are 

routinely baptized and confirmed by 

priests. All those who have been bap-

tized are eligible to be confirmed, and, 

while the Western Church suggests 

receiving the sacrament after reaching 

the "age of reason" (around seven 

years old), it can be received at any 

time. (A child in danger of death should 

receive Confirmation.) A confirmandi 

must be in a state of grace. If the sac-

rament is not received immediately 

after Baptism, confirmandi should par-

ticipate in the Sacrament of Confession 

before Confirmation.  
 

THE EFFECTS OF THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
The Sacrament of Confirmation confers 

special graces of the Holy Spirit upon 

the person being confirmed; just as such 

graces were granted to the Apostles 

on Pentecost. Like Baptism, therefore, 

it can only be performed once, and 

Confirmation increases and deepens 

all of the graces granted at Baptism.  
 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church lists 
five effects of Confirmation:  
 It roots us more deeply in the divine 
filiation [as sons of God] which makes 
us cry, "Abba! Father!"  

 It unites us more firmly to Christ  
 It increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
in us  

 It renders our bond with the Church 
more perfect  

 It gives us a special strength of the 
Holy Spirit to spread and defend the 
faith by word and action as true wit-
nesses of Christ, to confess the name 
of Christ boldly, and never to be 
ashamed of the Cross.  

 

Because Confirmation perfects our 

baptism, we are obliged to receive it 

"in due time." Any Catholic who did 

not receive Confirmation at baptism 

or as part of his religious education 

during grade school or high school 

should contact a priest and arrange to 

receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  

 
Christ’s peace 

 and our Mother Mary’s love,  

Mary Sampey  



 

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE - DEC 7  MINISTRY SCHEDULE - DEC 8 

 SR-4PM ST. AL-5PM IC-6PM  ST. RITA-8AM ST. AL-9AM IC-9:30AM ST. JOHN-11:30AM 

ACOLYTES/ R Specht C Tabaj A Sampey  T Barrett M Ross A Zavatchan K Burncheck 

SERVERS Z Zimmerman E Bohinski M Pascoe  M Waggett R Trimbath J Sapola G Schradel 

EXTRAORDINARY D Grenaldo M Vinoverski D Calinao  L Kozel J Laurion J Baluch D Siecinski 

MINISTERS M Sabatula T Bohinski M Sampey  N Stasia T Dull C Baluch L Martin 

 K Grenaldo S Lincoln E Aquino  C Waggett A Trimbath S Reagan B Knizner 

CROSS BEARERS H Specht O Tabaj P Calinao  E Kozel F Vinoverski B Zavatchan N Gaudiello 

LECTORS V McDowell J Dunaway L Grinko  P Stefano D DeCara C Hartz M Martin 

ROSARY  Volunteer    E & D Gmitter   

MON,  DEC 2 ADVENT WEEKDAY  

 8:00am St. Rita Juanita, Millie & Nick Stasia (Nick, Cathy & Bob)  

 8:30am St. Al Steve Holup, Jr. (Sam & Donna DeBellis) 
  

TUE, DEC 3 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER, PRIEST  

 8:00am St. John George Kosisko, Jr. (Ashley, Erica, Julianne, Anthony  

   & Nicholas) 

 8:30am St. Al Rebecca Ambrisco (Paula & Stanton Fogie) 

 

WED, DEC 4 ST. JOHN DAMASCENE, PRIEST, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH  

 8:00am St. Rita Loretta Shroyer (Jim & Rita Pratt)  

 8:30am St. Rita Adoration until 4:30pm 
  

THU, DEC 5 ADVENT WEEKDAY  

  8:00am IC Jean M. Wrote (The McGarry Family Nieces & Nephews) 

 8:00am St. Al Prayers for Priests and Padre Pio Devotions 

 8:30am St. Al Julius Klepec (Sister, Anna) 

 7:00pm IC Confirmation 
  

FRI, DEC 6 ST. N ICHOLAS, BISHOP  

 8:00am St. Rita Michael & Anna Mary Canada (Family) 

 8:15am St. Al Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 8:30am St. Al Edward Hardy (Kathy & Doug Collins)  

 

SAT, DEC 7 ST. AMBROSE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH  

 11:30am St. Al Confession 

   VIGIL  

 4:00pm St. Rita Pete Mariotti (Rose Mariotti & Children)  

 5:00pm St. Al Deceased Members of the Farris Family (Leonard) 

 6:00pm IC Angela Marie Phillips (Family) 
 

SUN, DEC 8 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

 8:00am  St. Rita Rich Fabian, Sr., Mary & John Fabian (Erma Fabian) 

 9:00am St. Al Gerald & Amelia Gambone (Children & Grandchildren)  

 9:30am IC Pro Populo 

 11:30am St. John Mary E. Speeney (Children & Grandchildren) 
 

IF FAMILY MEMBERS WISH TO TAKE UP THE GIFTS, 
PLEASE BE SURE TO CHECK WITH THE USHERS BEFORE MASS. 

Beginning SUN, DEC 8, 

Oplatki Christmas  

wafers will be at all 4 

churches - $3 for a 

package of 4.  They will also be 

available at the DeVivo Centre.   

 

We are now scheduling 2020 
Masses for the Connellsville par-
ishes, and will honor requests 

on a 1st come, 1st served basis. 
A Mass Intention Request form 

must be received 
to schedule a Mass. 

PLEASE, NO PHONE REQUESTS.   
 

Completed forms  
and stipends ($10/Mass) may 

be put in the collection basket, 

mailed, or put in the dropbox 

on the DeVivo Centre porch.  

2 Masses/family/year are allowed:  

2 weekday, 

or 1 weekday + 1 weekend. 

The DeVivo and Brady 

Centres will both be 

closed on MON, 

DEC 9 in reverence 

to the Immaculate 

Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. 



I absolutely love Advent.  The 

readings are all about uniting our-

selves with the people in the Old 

Testament who were awaiting 

the Messiah.  The hymns, such as 

“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

and “Creator of the Stars of Night” 

are beautiful and rich.  But the 

season only lasts four weeks, and 

then it gives way for Christmas. 
 

What makes it even more awkward is that the world 

around us gave way for Christmas right around Nov-

ember 1.  Even the weather got in on the act this 

year.  By the time we are ready to finally embrace the 

Twelve Days of Christmas on December 25, the world 

says it’s time for gift returns and Valentine’s Day. 
 

I think this is why a lot of Catholics refuse to engage  

in the merrymaking early.  Delay the decorations, 

postpone the parties, and embrace Advent!  I get 

it.  It frustrates me too that Advent seems to get lost 

in the shuffle.  But one of Christianity’s strong points 

historically has been to embrace the culture around 

us while not losing our identity.  This is why we have 

Christmas trees and Christmas caroling - both were 

pagan rituals that were “baptized” and integrated into 

our own Christian traditions. 
 

How can we keep the spirit of Advent in our hearts 

while still embracing the Christmas music and the 

party atmosphere?  The best way is to embrace the 

sacraments - make sure you get to confession during 

the season and come to Mass on Sundays.  Then, perhaps 

instead of baking an eleventh batch of cookies or 

watching “A Christmas Story” for the twenty-fifth time, 

try reading Scripture or pick up the daily Advent re-

flection book in the back of the churches.  Light an 

Advent wreath each day.  If you have kids, make a Jesse 

tree and read the Nativity stories in the Bible.  When 

we find some way to truly wait for the coming of Christ 

during Advent, then we can come to Christmas Mass 

not completely spent like the world around us but 

with a renewed sense of joy. 

ADVENT-AS AN UNSENTIMENTAL JOURNEY.  Does Ad-

vent come to you with an “Ah!” - or with an “Aha!”?  

Either would be better than a “Ho-hum!”  The arrival 

of Advent heralds the beginning of a new year, a new 

“Christian Year” of remembering the events of Jesus’ 

life and ministry.  Specifically, it invites us to spend 

time in preparation for the good news that comes 

with Jesus’ birth. 
 

An “Ah!” response might indicate a nostalgic feeling  

of remembering past Advents and the excitement of 

the pre-Christmas season.  An “Aha!” points to seeing 

this time as a challenge or an opportunity.  The “Ah!” 

is a sentimental journey, the “Aha!” an unsentimental 

one.  There is nothing wrong with sentiment, but Ad-

vent can be more meaningful, if we look at it as  

an opportunity. 
 

Advent challenges us to look at our actions our daily 

activities and our attitudes with careful scrutiny.  Just  

as it is good to have a regular physical examination, so 

it is good to have a spiritual examination to remedy 

any ills that exist and take steps to prevent others 

from developing.  The Advent season says to us:  Look 

at your total picture realistically.  Step aside and see 

what is really going on.  Face both the good and the 

bad, and then see how God’s guidance might make 

your life more whole. 
 

Perhaps the best way to start this unsentimental jour-

ney is to ask ourselves some practical questions.  In 

absolute honesty, are you the person you want to be?  

Do your daily actions and attitude reflect the values 

you hold to be important?  Most of us find some neg-

ative answers to such questions.  If so, then this is the 

world into which Christ comes for you.  Use this season 

to explore ways where the light of Christ might brighten 

your life, with new directions and new insights. 

THE ADVENT 
WREATH, 
ITS SYMBOLS -  
ITS MEANINGS 
 

The wreath, a circle, expresses 

God’s unending eternity. 

Evergreen symbolizes God’s  

 unchangeableness and our im-

mortality. 

Four candles, one for each week 

of Advent, represent the many 

hundreds of years during which 

people awaited the Redeemer. 

Violet candles and ribbon remind 

us of longing expectation.  

The rose candle symbolizes joy 

and hope in awaiting the birth of 

Jesus. 

Red ribbon stands for Jesus’ 

blood, shed on the Cross. 


