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“Marriage is...an everyday task, I could say a craftsman’s task, a 
goldsmith’s work, because the husband has the duty of making the 
wife more of a woman and the wife has the duty of making the 
husband more of a man. Growing also in humanity, as man and 
woman. And this you do together. This is called growing together.  
 
This does not come out of thin air! The Lord blesses it but it comes from 
your hands, from your attitudes, from your way of loving each other. To 
make us grow! Always act so that the other may grow. Work at this.  
 
And thus, I don’t know, I am thinking of you that one day you will walk 
along the streets of your town and the people will say: “Look at that 
beautiful woman, so strong!...”. “With the husband that she has, it’s 
understandable!”. And to you too: “Look at him and how he is!...”. 
“With the wife he has, I can understand why!”. It’s this, reaching this 
point: making one another grow together, one another. And the 
children will have the inheritance of having a father and a mother who 
grew together, making each other — one another — more of a man 
and more of a woman!” 
 
 

Pope Francis 
Address to Engaged Couples 

February 14, 2014 

Our Lady Queen of the Yough  

Catholic Community  

celebrates with you and asks God’s blessings 

 on preparing for your new life together! 

  

 

Dear friends in Christ,  

Congratulations on your engagement! We are delighted that you have chosen to be 

married within the Our Lady, Queen of the Yough Catholic Community in the 

presence of Jesus Christ with the blessing of the Roman Catholic Church. We 

pledge to you our prayers and support as you prepare to become one in marriage.  

Marriage in our Catholic Christian tradition is a solemn celebration that demands 

instruction and prayerful preparation. In that spirit, we are happy to present to you 

the official Wedding Policy for our Catholic Community.  

While there are many hands that will assist in your wedding in our Catholic 

Community,  none are perhaps more significant than your hands and how you 

embrace this holy and sacred ritual. We invite and encourage you to make Christ 

the center of your lives. At the same time we ask that you keep a proper 

perspective relative to what you are about to do. As the saying goes, “A wedding is 

a day. A marriage is a lifetime.”  

Jesus said, “At the beginning of creation God made them male and female; for 

this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and the two shall become as 

one. They are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore let no man separate what 

God has joined.” (Mark 10:6-9) 

As you prepare to become one in marriage, we priests along with our wedding 

coordinators, organist and staff pray that you may truly be one and no one will 

separate what God has joined.  

If you have any questions about the enclosed information, please feel free to 

contact any one of us. Please be assured of a remembrance in our prayers. We 

hope you will do the same for us.  

Sincerely in Christ, Fr. Paul Lisik (Pastor) 

Fr. Daniel Carr, Fr. Julius Capongpongan (vicars)      

Guidelines for the Wedding Liturgies  

in Our Lady, Queen of  the Yough           

Catholic Community 

Parishes of Immaculate Conception — St. Rita—                  

St. Aloysius — St. John the Evangelist   
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Section 1: Scheduling Your Wedding 

Setting the Date 

A wedding date is set by first contacting the parish office. Weddings 
must be scheduled at least six months in advance.  The parish secretary 
will let you know if a particular date is available.  You must then 
contact the parish priest to verify that there is nothing standing in the 
way of a valid Catholic marriage. Only then will the date be considered 
“set in stone.” Please DO NOT make any other commitments relative 
to the wedding until after speaking with the parish priest. 

Location 

All weddings must take place in a parish church.  The Diocese of 
Greensburg does not permit weddings to be celebrated outside of a 
church building. Permission can be given for a Catholic/non-Catholic 
couple to be married by the minister in the non-Catholic’s church. 

Day of the week and holidays 

Weddings are usually scheduled for Saturdays, but may be celebrated 
on another day of the week, with the exception of Sundays, holydays, 
and holidays.  

Time 

The normal time for Saturday weddings is 1:30 PM. An earlier time can 
be arranged, if the parish schedule permits. 

 

Section 2: Marriage Preparation 

Engagement is not just about wedding planning.  It is also about 
marriage planning.  Weddings last a day but marriages last a lifetime.   

Therefore, a couple getting engaged is to be truly “engaging” with 
their future spouse to develop the relationship that they have already 
formed, ensuring that it has a solid foundation. 

Jesus Christ is our sure foundation and you have sought to invite him to 
your wedding and into your marriage.  Therefore, it is expected that 
you will be actively practicing your faith.  For Catholics this means 
attending Sunday Mass, going to confession prior to the ceremony, 
and being involved in the life of the parish community.   
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Behavior and General Policies 

 The church is a holy place; a house of prayer; a house of worship. 
A respect for the house of God is expected. This means that the 
church (and its grounds) are not to be treated as mere social 
gathering places. While absolute silence is not expected a 
reverential quiet should be observed at all times in the church 
proper. Please conduct yourselves as befitting God’s House. It is 
your responsibility to share these expectations with your family, 
wedding party, and photographer. 

 Alcoholic beverages are STRICTLY prohibited on church property. If 
anyone in the wedding party consumes alcohol before the 
ceremony, they will NOT be permitted to participate in the 
ceremony. If either the bride or the groom consumes alcohol 
before the ceremony, then NO MARRIAGE WILL TAKE PLACE 
because the couple is no longer considered capable of freely and 
validly exchanging consent. 

 Smoking is prohibited inside the church. 

 The Church cannot be responsible for any personal property. 
 
Stipends - Fees - Offerings 

Stipends for all ministers will be the exclusive responsibility of the bride 
and groom. Fees are requested to be paid in full one week prior to the 
celebration of the wedding, or otherwise brought to the wedding 
rehearsal.  They are to be paid in cash or otherwise personal check 
made payable to the recipient (priest, organist, cantor).  
 
Use of the Church -----  $300 (Waived for members or immediate  
              family of members of our parishes.) 

Stole Fee (Priest) $250 

Wedding Coordinator  $75 

Organist  $150 (base fee) 

Cantor/soloist  $100 (If a wedding Mass) 

Altar Servers  $10 each (generally two servers) 
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Videographers and Photographers 

We welcome videographers and photographers to ceremonies in the 
four parish Churches. It is important that you be made aware of 
several things.  
 
 In general the best locations in each church for taking pictures and 

filming are the side aisles and at the center aisle rear of the 
churches. There are NO cameras permitted in the sanctuary (altar) 
area during the wedding. A stationary camera may be set up at the 
side front of the pews but may not be manned. Please check with 
the pastor BEFORE setting up. 

 Extra lighting, flashes, ladders, and other such equipment are not 
permitted. Flash is permitted only during the processional and 
recessional.  

 Photographers and videographers are asked to be as discreet and 
professional as possible. 

 Processions are not to be slowed or interrupted for taking pictures/
video.  

 
Music 

The parish’s wedding organist, Chris Mickey (724-317-5688), will be 
the primary musician for your wedding, if available.  His services 
include a pre-service consultation, music preceding the ceremony, and 
accompaniment for the ceremony.  If you would like a visiting musician 
or soloist to participate, he or she should be of high quality and have 
experience with Catholic liturgy. Planning can be scheduled about eight 
weeks prior to your wedding day.  
 
Since the nature of the ceremony is religious, only liturgically 
appropriate music may be used. The music should complement the 
liturgy and not compete with it. The ministry of cantor is a proper 
liturgical function and is required for all wedding liturgies. If you have a 
preference for a particular Catholic Community cantor please let Chris 
know; otherwise one of our regular cantors will be assigned. The 
liturgy is a living prayer of the church; pre-recorded and/or secular 
music is NOT appropriate. Approval of music rests with the principal 
organist and the pastor. 
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It also means learning how to pray for and with one another.  Find 
ways to build prayer into your common life—bedtime, meals, in the 
car, whatever works for you.  “The family that prays together stays 
together.” 

The following are required of a couple prior to their wedding. 

1. Wedding Workshop 

Each year (usually in February) a wedding workshop is held at the 
parish to meet and welcome engaged couples and to go over some 
practical matters. At this time parish policies and guidelines are 
explained and questions answered. Couples planning to get married 
are expected to attend this workshop. 

2. Meeting with the Priest 

You will have a series of at least three meetings with the parish priest, 
beginning about six months prior to the wedding date. It will be your 
responsibility to schedule the first appointment. 

Please note that in the process of preparation it is within the right of 
the priest to delay witnessing a marriage for a just cause, such as 
severe faith conflicts or lack of readiness for marriage. 

3. Pre-Marriage Instruction 

Diocesan policy requires that every couple planning to celebrate 
marriage have some form of instruction for the sacrament. Our most 
common instruction involves meeting with a sponsor couple chosen by 
the parish.  Each engaged couple meets with one married couple in the 
home of the married couple over the course of several evenings. 

Other equivalent options include an Engaged Encounter Weekend or a 
Pre-Cana program.  Please seek approval before attending another 
program.  

4. Meeting with a Parish Wedding Coordinator  

The parish will provide you with information that will aid you in the 
planning of your ceremony. A Parish Wedding Coordinator (not to be 
confused with a Wedding Planner) will also assist you in planning your 
ceremony once your wedding date draws closer. Contact the parish 
office to set up an appointment with the Wedding Coordinator about a 
month before the wedding. 
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Section 3: The Wedding Ceremony 

The Wedding Celebrant 

The usual celebrants for weddings are the priests and deacons 
assigned to the parish at the time of your wedding.  A couple is 
welcome to request a particular priest or deacon, even one from 
outside of the parish, with permission from the pastor.  Requests for 
ministers of other denominations to participate are also welcome, but 
all requests should be made early in the process of preparation for your 
wedding. 

The Wedding Party 

Your Best Man and Maid or Matron of Honor (the official “witnesses”) 
need not be Catholic, but all who are asked to participate should 
believe and live according to Christian traditions regarding marriage. 
 
We do not regulate the size of your wedding party. All that is necessary 
is a bride, groom, priest (or deacon), and two witnesses.   The 
remainder of the wedding party will be placed in the front pews on 
either side of the church. 
 
Wedding Rehearsal 

Rehearsals are generally scheduled the evening prior to the actual 
wedding day and should not last longer than one hour. Please be 
respectful of our staff and volunteers by being prompt and express the 
importance to your party of proper behavior and cooperation. 
 
Availability of the Church 

The church will be open and available to your wedding party and 
guests one hour before the wedding and one hour afterward. This is 
particularly important if there are other parish activities or events 
taking place before or after your wedding.  The church can be opened 
for florists and decorators two hours before the wedding.   
 
There may be a receiving line at the conclusion of the service. Bear in 
mind, however, that this will limit the time available for post-ceremony 
pictures. 
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Decorations for the Ceremony 

Only live flowers are permitted for use in the church and those used in 
the sanctuary are to remain for the weekend liturgies. Nothing is to be 
placed ON the main altar. The sanctuary will not be rearranged to 
accommodate flowers. If you choose a holiday time for your wedding, 
for example, the Christmas or Easter season, please be aware that the 
church decorations will stay in keeping with the season and not be 
changed or moved for the wedding. 
 
Pew bows, if desired, are to be secured by clip, elastic, or string. No 
tape or adhesives are permitted on any of the furnishings.  
 
A runner covering the main aisle is NOT permitted as it presents a 
safety hazard. 
 
Please do not use glitter-filled bouquets or have your bridesmaids 
covered with glitter. This creates quite a mess in the pews.  
 
Rice, birdseed, or confetti may not be used after the ceremony to greet 
the newly married couple, nor may balloons be released. However bells 
or bubbles may be used, but not brought into the church. 
 
It will be your responsibility to have the church cleared of all  
decorations and left as you found it.  Please respect our volunteers 
who keep our churches beautiful. 
 
Wedding Ceremony “Add Ons” 

Unity Candle. 
The use of the Unity Candle is prohibited in our parish Churches 
because it takes away from the true Christian symbolism in your 
exchange of Vows and exchange of Rings. 
 
Flowers. Couples may take flowers to their parents during the Kiss of 
Peace, but it is not required.  The couple may also take flowers to a 
representation of the Blessed Mother following the Prayer after 
Communion. 
 
 


